
HOW TO CHOOSE THE BEST THEME 
FOR YOUR RAINMAKER SITE

PRESENTED BY JEROD MORRIS AND RAFAL TOMAL 

YOUR MINIMUM VIABLE WEBSITE:



Rafal Tomal
• Lead Designer at Rainmaker Digital 
• Founder of Typespiration.com 
• Co-Founder of HackYourDesign.com 

(with Chris Garrett) 
• Author of The Essential Web Design 

Handbook 
• Proud father of Emilia 
• @RafalTomal



Rafal’s First Point …



“When you choose a Rainmaker 
theme, you don’t have to worry.”
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Design with 
Rainmaker

• 30+ StudioPress themes 
• HTML5 / Mobile Responsive 
• No coding required … 
• … but easy to add custom 

CSS 
• Checked for accessibility 
• Custom Genesis designs 

allowed (upon approval)



“You don’t have to make any quality 
compromises. All you have to worry 

about is which theme is right.”



A Quick Tip to Start …



rainmakerplatform.com/gallery
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Altitude Pro



Magazine Pro



Altitude Pro



Cafe Pro



Enterprise Pro



Education Pro



Parallax Pro
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Agenda

• Start with content 
• Identify your brand’s feeling 
• Tweak the theme to fit the feeling 
• Rafal’s favorites 
• Demo showing the versatility of 

Rainmaker themes



Start with Content



Step One: Pick a Basic Theme (Rainmaker Pro)
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Step Two: Use the Sample Posts & Pages



Step Two: Set up Sample Posts & Pages

Rainmaker comes 
with sample posts 

and pages.



Step Three: Create Samples Specific to Your Content

Go beyond just the 
sample posts and pages.



Project into the future.
Are you going to have …

• A blog? 
• A podcast? 
• A course? 
• Products?
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Project into the future.
Are you going to have …

• A blog? 
• A podcast? 
• A course?
• Products?

Step Three: Create Samples Specific to Your Content

Need a theme 
with a sidebar.



Some elements you may 
want to demo …

• Your headlines (long or short?) 
• Your writing style (long 

paragraphs or short? 
• Hero images 
• Post and featured images

Step Three: Create Samples Specific to Your Content



Step Two: Set up Sample Posts & Pages

Look how 
different this 

site’s post 
setup is …



Step Two: Set up Sample Posts & Pages

… from this site.



“You can always change your theme later …
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“You can always change your theme later … 
but the best practice is to plan ahead.” 

“So you don’t choose your theme, spend time designing it, 
then realize it doesn’t match your content.”



Step Four: Choose Your Theme

After you have 
sample content 

ready to go.
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Step Four: Choose Your Theme

You have 30+ theme choices 
available with the click of a 

button. Demo them. Preview 
them. “Try them on.”

Or you can submit a custom 
Genesis theme for review.



But before you start customizing your theme’s 
style, you need to decide what your theme’s style 

will be — what feeling you want your site to evoke.



Identify Your Brand’s Feeling



“Think like your customers. 
Make them feel at home.”



Create a Mood Board

Collect random images that you feel 
are associated with your brand.

• Pinterest 
• Pictures, color schemes, words, styles 
• Show mood board to team to get 

everyone on the same page









Now you’re ready to make basic customizations.



Tweak the Theme to 
Fit the Feeling



Step One: Go to the Appearance Editor
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Step Two: Change Your Colors

Add 
hex 

code

Pro tip: Use a digital 
color meter to identify 

the hex code of any 
color on your screen.



Step Two: Change Your Colors

You can preview your 
changes on different 
pages before saving. 

(Click links in 
Appearance browser.)



Step Three: Change the Backstretch/Background Images
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Step Four: Change the Header Image
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Step Four: Change the Header Image



Step Five: Edit Content Areas
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Step Five: Edit Content Areas



Step Six: Save :)



Step Six: Save :)



Important Note: Be Consistent



Take Advantage of the Live Preview Option
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Take Advantage of the Live Preview Option



Consider Custom CSS



Consider Custom CSS



Consider Custom CSS



Rafal’s Favorites



Rainmaker Pro



Atmosphere Pro



Altitude Pro



Demo Showing the Versatility 
of Rainmaker Themes



Rainmaker Pro: Out of the Box



Rainmaker Pro: Variation 1



Rainmaker Pro: Variation 2
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Altitude Pro: Variation 1



Altitude Pro: Variation 2



Atmosphere Pro: Out of the Box



Atmosphere Pro: Variation 1



Atmosphere Pro: Variation 2



Coming up …



Q&A on Rainmaker Design 
Settings with Rafal Tomal

Wednesday, March 1 at 1:00 p.m. Eastern Time



Q&A on Rainmaker Design 
Settings with Rafal Tomal

Wednesday, March 1 at 1:00 p.m. Eastern Time

How to Set Up and Manage 
Your Rainmaker Blog

Wednesday, March 8 at 11:00 a.m. Eastern Time



Questions?



http://newrainmaker.com

